SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 25th January 2010, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs G White (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and J Welbourn 
Also present: J Whitehurst (Deputy Clerk)
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Pettitt and Cllr Smith.
The Mayor welcomed Cllr Welbourn to his first meeting.
2.  Statutory declarations of interests from Members 
(104/09)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Aldis (Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges) as an allotment holder.

Cllr Osborne (Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges) as Chairman of Sandy FC
(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Bartlett (Agenda item 7 Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011) as Chairman of SEG.
Cllr Gale (Agenda item 6 - Scale of Charges) as a Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club and President of Sandy Colts FC.
Cllr Osborne (Agenda item 5 - Expenditure from supplementary accounts) as a Member of the Parochial Church Council and church member.
Cllr Scott (Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges) as President of Sandy FC

3. Supplementary Accounts

(105/09)

(a) Capital Account 

The Clerk explained that the £2,000 earmarked for the Market Container appeared in the accounts paid and should be deleted, leaving a projected balance of £152,586.87. 
The Chairman of the Audit Committee explained that he and the Clerk had conferred about the low interest rate being received on the investment and a report on more long term investments would be presented to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Resolved: That the current and end of year projected positions on the Capital Account be noted.

 (b) Interest on Capital/Reserve Account

Resolved:  That the current and end of year projected positions on the Interest on Capital/Reserve Account be noted.

4.  Minutes and reports 





(106/09)

Resolved: (b) That minute no (F42/09) of the Finance and General Purposes meeting held on 30th November 2009 be adopted.
5.  Expenditure from supplementary accounts

(107/09)

Resolved: That the following proposed items of Special Expenditure from the Revenue Account be approved and included in the Expenditure Proposals for 2010/2011:

Revenue Account
Council Offices

Network Server

    
£3000.00




Stratford Road

¾” water hose to fill bowser
    £300.00
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00



Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00



Car Park

Hard surface to market container
  £700.00



SEG

Hanging basket and bracket

 £75.00 

Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600.00

Recycling collection

Weekly collection (household size bin)

£225.00 (for the year)

Total approved expenditure from the Revenue Account: £10,400.00
Capital Account

Resolved: That the following expenditure be approved from the Capital Account for 2010/11:
Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00


 






    


Stratford Road

Mobile scaffolding tower

   £1,200.00


SEG

Planter outside library


   £1,000.00


Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller

   £3,000.00

Car Park

Removal of Concrete kerbs and re-marking

   £3,910.00

Church Clock

Contribution to automatic winding system

£1,720.00
Bedford Road Disabled Toilet

Installation of alarm 



£360.00
Total approved expenditure from the Capital Account:  £13,240.00.                     
Interest on Capital Account

Resolved: That the following expenditure be approved from the Interests received on the Capital Account for 2010/2011:
Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


Priority 3

Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates


  £2,600.00


Priority 1
Bus shelters

Repair to 3 shelters


   £469.00
Total approved expenditure from the Interests received on Capital:  £4,419.00.                     

Also Resolved: (a)That an interest free loan of £5158.00 be offered to the PCC to be repaid over a period of 5 years to assist with the purchase of an automatic winding system for the town clock. 
(b) That the Riddy cattle pen be funded from £1,000 unused in the 2009/2010 budget plus £900 already allocated in the 2010/2011 budget.

6. Scale of charges 2010/2011

 (108/09)
The Draft Scale of Charges recommended by Audit Committee which was previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That the Scale of Charges levied by Sandy Town Council for 2010/2011 be increased to the amounts now agreed in the new Scale of Charges (Copy attached).

7. Annual estimates of expenditure 2010/2011 
(109/09)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.


Expenditure

Members worked through the separate Expenditure Pages in the Estimates Book and the Chairman of the Audit Committee suggested a number of amendments previously discussed with the Clerk. It was pointed out that Central Bedfordshire Council had increased the maintenance charge for footway lighting by 25% and the Clerk was researching other possibilities for maintenance.

Resolved: (a) That the estimate for 4205 be reduced to £900, that of 4339 to £500, 4656 to £5,100, 6177 to £228 and 6184 to £23,500.  In addition the projected spend for 6184 should be reduced to £23,200. 

(b) That the Expenditure Pages in the Annual Estimates proposals for Sandy Town Council for 2010/2011, with the inclusion of the special items noted under item 5 and the amendments above, be approved.
Income

Members then considered the Income Pages in the Estimates Book and the Clerk again answered various questions.

Resolved:That the Income Pages in the Annual Estimates proposals for Sandy Town Council for 2010/2011, be approved.
In the light of these decisions Members then considered the overall budget required and the impact of the additional proposed items of expenditure on the budget.  
Precept

In the light of the changes made, and the now agreed Special Purchases, Members moved to consider the level of Precept required to fund the Town Council’s activities during the Financial Year 2010/2011.

Resolved: That in view of the now approved Income and Expenditure Estimates and additional items a:-

PRECEPT of £370,911
be requested from Central Bedfordshire Council for the Financial Year commencing 1st April 2010.

It was noted that this represented a Band ‘D’ increase of 5.7% over 2009/2010.  The new “D” Band Tax would therefore be £89.38 per household, an increase of £4.80 per house.
8. Press release


(110/09)

Resolved: That a Press Release be issued explaining the proposed £4.80 increase in the precept which is in part due to a need to support services which Central Bedfordshire Council will not fund. 
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